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Location 

 

Municipality: Deià 
   
U.T.M. coordinates X: 467501 
(31N ETRS89): Y: 4400744 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Difficulty and duration 

 

Access 

 

 

At p.K. 65.800 of the Ma-10 road from Valldemossa to Deià 

there lies the possessió of Son Marroig and the viewpoint of Son 

Marroig, from which Sa Foradada can be seen. If you want to 

reach the SGI, take the dirt track that goes down from the 

possesió marked “Sa Foradada.”  

Apart from other authorisations, to access the viewpoint of Son 

Marroig or to cross the property to reach Sa Foradada, the 

permission of the owner of the private property is required 

(today, access is free). 

 

40 min 

   

Principal interest  Secondary interest  

Geomorphological 
 

Sedimentological, stratigraphic, tectonic 
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Description of the locality 

Sa Foradada is interesting from the 

geomorphological point of view for three 

reasons: 

- It constitutes a peninsula parallel to the coast 

335 m long and 60 m wide which joins the 

coast by way of an arm of land 580 m long and 

130 m wide. 

- It displays a hole at one of its ends whose 

silhouette is vaguely reminiscent of the profile 

of the island of Mallorca. 

- The texture of the peninsula is grainy while 

that of the arm of land is smooth. 

 

The origin of its strange morphology lies in its lithology and the processes of littoral erosion.  

The peninsula is formed by the conglomerates of the Lower Miocene (some 20 Ma ago) of the Sant Elm 

Formation, which were deposited just before the raising of the Tramuntana range, which means that they are 

intensely folded and fractured. 

In contrast, the arm of land consists of a clearly-stratified succession of dolomites from the Middle Triassic 

(240 Ma) of the Muschelkalk facies submerging to the north-east. 

 

  

 

Panoramic view of Sa Foradada from the viewpoint of Son Marroig. 

Materials of the Middle Triassic along the cape. In the background, the Lower Miocene of Sa Foradada. 
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The two materials are separated from each other and from the materials of the coast, which are formed by 

multicoloured lutites and marls of the Upper Triassic (220 Ma), by faults. 

Faults constitute a zone of weakness in rocks, and therefore they are more susceptible to being altered. For 

this reason, in faulted zones erosion has been more intense and stream beds have been generated. This type 

of erosion, which affects some materials more than others, is called differential erosion. 

In addition, the powerful fracturing of the Miocene conglomerates and their grainy texture has given rise to 

another type of erosion called alveolar erosion, which is due to the impact of particles (corrrasion) associated 

with the wind in coastal environments. 

 

 

For more information 

Gelabert Ferrer, Bernadí; 1998. La estructura geológica de la mitad occidental de la isla de Mallorca. IGME. 

129 pp. 

Rodríguez Perea, A. 1984. El Mioceno de la Serra Nord de Mallorca (estratigrafía, sedimentología e 
implicaciones estructurales). Doctoral thesis. Universitat de les Illes Balears. 533 pp. (Unpublished). 

Recommendations 

It is advisable to take a hat, water and comfortable footwear. 

Although the site is accessible all year round, it is recommended to visit it in winter-spring because most of 

the path has no shade. On the other hand, if you visit in summer you can enjoy a swim. 

Do not miss a visit to the possessió of Son Marroig and the nearby village of Deià. 

Sa Foradada at sunset, from the viewpoint of Son Marroig.. 


