"
i
llles GOVERN Viewpoints of geological interest Majorca

" ILLES

Sostenibles  BALEARS\

Viewpoint of the Puig de Randa

Municipality: Algaida

U.T.M. coordinates X: 493623
(31N ETRS89): Y: 4375370
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° The access to the Puig de Randa starts in the village of Randa,
[ which is reached from Algaida or Llucmajor via the PM-501
road, or from Montuiri via the PMV-501.
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Description of the locality

The Puig de Randa, at 540 metres, is the highest peak of the Central Ranges, a series of generally low
hills located between the Llevant and Tramuntana mountain ranges.

Since the Upper Miocene (11.6 Ma ago) the island of Mallorca has been separated from the lberian
Peninsula and displays a tectonic structure of raised zones (horst) and depressed zones (graben). The
Puig de Randa constitutes a central horst, which makes it an excellent place for viewing the structure of
the island.
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MALLORCA ISLAND STRUCTURE
(Medificated from Gelabert, 1998)

There are two viewpoints where the island’s tectonic structure can be observed in all its splendour: one in
the vicinity of the Morro d’en Molt and the other on the rear terrace of the Santuari de Cura.

Puntos de observacion recomendados

@ Mirador del Morro d’en Molt
@ Terraza norte del santuario

Recommended viewpoints
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From the Morro d’en Molt we see in the distance the Serres de Llevant, which constitute a horst, and
some of the hills of the Serres Centrals such as the Puig de Monti-sion, overlooking the town of Porreres,
and the Campos Basin, which is a graben. On clear days it is possible to make out the Cabrera
archipelago, which geologically constitutes a prolongation of the Serres de Llevant.

Panoramic view from the Morro d’en Molt

From the upper terrace of the sanctuary we can see to the north-west the Serra de Tramuntana. This is
Mallorca’s largest horst, and it includes the island’s highest peaks, with the Puig Major at 1,445 m.

The graben located between Randa and the Tramuntana is composed of several isolated basins. From
south to north we can see the Palma, Inca and Sa Pobla basins. This complex of basins and hill ranges is
known as the Central Plain.

These basins were initially covered by the sea and the hill ranges constituted true independent islands,
although over millions of years of sedimentation the basins have been filled in.

Talaia o' Alcudia
Babia de Alcudia

SERRAS DE LLEVANT

Panoramic view from the uooer terrace of the sanctuarv

Looking north-east we see another horst: the Serres de Llevant. Their origin is the same as that of the
Serra de Tramuntana, although they began to form a few million years earlier.

Recommendations

It is advisable to take a hat, water and comfortable footwear.

It is recommended to visit the viewpoint in the early morning or late evening, as these are the moments
of the day when the atmosphere tends to be at its clearest.

Don’t miss the opportunity to visit the sanctuaries of Cura and Nostra Senyora de Gracia or the chapel of
Sant Honorat, and the SGI of Randa.
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